
Participatory Social Impact Assessment of the Sherritt—Dodds Coal Gasification Proposal

You are a potential participant in a research study conducted by Kierstin Heiberg, from the Department of Capacity Development and Rural Extension at the University of Guelph. The results of this study will contribute to Kierstin Heiberg’s Masters’ thesis.  A short description of the study follows.

If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel free to contact:

Kierstin Heiberg


MSc Candidate


Capacity Development & Rural Extension

University of Guelph


(780) 662-2538


cell: (780)318-0004

kheiberg@uoguelph.ca
Or Dr. Jim Mahone

Associate Professor

Capacity Development & Rural Extension

University of Guelph

(519) 824-4120 ext 56781

jmahone@uoguelph.ca 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The purpose of this study is to complete a Social Impact Assessment, using a participatory approach with people affected by the proposed Sherritt Dodds-Roundhill Coal Gasification Project.  Sherritt International, as part of the Carbon Development Partnership has put forth a proposal to develop a coalmine and accompanying gasification plant in the are of Dodds-Roundhill, about 100 km east of Edmonton, Alberta.  The proposed strip-mine would cover 300 km2 with enough coal stock for 40 years and will affect people living in the rural communities of Tofield, Ryley and Roundhill, Alberta.  

The pace of development in Alberta has been rapid in the last few years, and there has been little formal research done as to the social effects on the many rural communities in Alberta. Understanding the potential and occurring social impacts of the development of a coal gasification plant and coalmine on the Dodds-Roundhill area can help to inform any decisions made about the coal gasification project, and may stimulate further questions in Alberta about the nature and pace of resource development and economic growth.

The specific objectives of the study are to identify potential impacts of the proposed coalmine and gasification project as perceived by residents of the area on the following dimensions:

· The People (demographics and pattern of social relationships);

· The Place (character of community, connection to land and land use)

· Jobs and Wealth (local economy)

· Vision and Vitality (social organization and leadership capacity of the community);

· and the overall Quality of Life.

PROCEDURES
If you volunteer to participate in this study, we would ask you to do the following things:
Participate in a focus group consisting of 8 people and work together to complete a Social Impact Assessment of the proposed Sherritt—Dodds Coal Gasification Project.  This will be done through a format called the Interactive Community Forum, a 4-phase process based on dialogue among participants.  There will be a separate meeting held for each of the four phases.
Phase 1

In the first phase, you will work together with other focus group participants to assess the current state of the community by creating timelines and naming important community events, as well as looking at current economic trends and demographic trends within the community.  It is estimated the first phase will take 3-4 hours to complete. 

Phase 2

In phase two you will be asked to individually assess the current state of the community. In light of five community dimensions identified in the Interactive Community Forum: People, Place, Jobs & Wealth, Vision & Vitality and  overall Quality of Life.  A group discussion will follow the individual ratings, allowing you to share and explain your assessment of the baseline situation in the community, as well as listen to other participants ratings and explanations.  This will be a free flow discussion, which will take approximately 2 hours.
Phase 3
In phase three, you will discuss potential impacts of the project on community, in terms of the 5 community dimensions.  Additional information of the project plan will be provided, using the information that Sherritt has made available from their plans and the Environmental Impact Survey that was completed.  You will have a chance to voice your own opinion and comment on the ideas of other participants.  This meeting will take about 3-4 hours.

Phase 4

In phase four you will be asked to individually evaluate the impacts identified, and decide which of those potential impacts are most important to you and your way of life. You will be asked to discuss the impacts important and why they are important to you with the other focus group participants.  This meeting will take about 2-3 hours.

Meetings for phase 1 and 2 will take place in July and meetings for phases 3 and 4 will take place in August.  In total you will be asked to contribute a maximum of approximately 13 hours over a period of 2 months.  

Participatory Research

This study is designed to be participatory, meaning that you will be a co-researcher in the study.  Kierstin will facilitate the meetings and be responsible for writing up a summary report that you will also have a chance to review to ensure it accurately reflects what happened throughout the discussions and the conclusions that were drawn.  

Results

The final summary report will be available to you in September or October.  The final thesis will be made available at the Tofield Public Library for anyone who is interested.  It is hoped that this study will be useful to the community as the decision about the Project is made.
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