Re: Bill 19 – Land Assembly Project Area Act.
Dear Premier Stelmach:

Since my previous e-mail in which I expressed my concerns and asked a few broad questions about Bill 19, I have had the opportunity to do some further study on the proposed legislation and it has raised for me a number of more specific concerns that I would like to have addressed.  (I have not received a response to my previous e-mail to date).

I understand that Bill 19 has passed first reading in the legislature.  What is the impetus for this bill?  Has the provincial government experienced difficulties in expropriating property for infrastructure development?  Certainly, it is important for the people of Alberta to be able to construct necessary infrastructure, however, it would seem to me that this bill is significantly reducing the property rights of landowners who may be impacted by an infrastructure project.  What do landowners do while they wait in limbo, wondering whether the project area order will actually become a purchase?  Once the project area order has been issued, what can landowners do with their lands?  Can they sell their lands to another interested party?  Can they proceed with planned expansions of their homes and/or businesses?  How long does a project area order last?  How will landowners impacted by a project area order be compensated for the uncertainty that the order thrusts upon them?  
A second concern I have pertains to the definition of a public project.  The proposed legislation designates transportation and utility corridors and water conservation projects as public projects, which seems obvious.  However, in clause 2(2)d of the proposed act,  “a project designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council as a public project” is also included.  What does this mean?  Do large industrial projects qualify?  What measures will be set in place to ensure that such a project is in fact in the best interests of the public?

The government is making money available for the purposes of encouraging the development of leading edge carbon capture and storage capabilities.  Are projects of this nature public projects and would they fall under this new legislation?

I sincerely hope that during the debate on Bill 19, that these questions come up, and that they serve to help improve and to refine this Bill so that these issues are addressed more transparently.  In my mind, in its present form, this Bill is very heavily weighted in favour of the government, and much of a landowner’s rights are being taken away.  In a province that prides itself in the preservation of individual rights and freedoms, this Bill is a step in the wrong direction.
I would welcome your response to these questions.  Should you wish to talk directly with me.
